Developmental epidemiology: a review of three key measures of effect.
Provide readers with a background on 3 widely used epidemiological measures of effect: the risk ratio, the odds ratio, and the population attributable fraction (PAF). The risk ratio and the odds ratio each assess impact of a risk factor on an individual person. The PAF assesses the impact of a risk factor on the overall number of cases of a disorder in a community. Each of these measures is applied to a hypothetical example, and issues regarding their use are discussed.